
Kookoo
Sticky Note
Memorandum, “Interdepartmental Committee on Copyright,” 22 January 1970




















	1970
 Jan 22 - Long Memo in Depth on Canadian Position - summary of the situation 
	reference to your memo Jan 12 1970 - Report of Paris Mtgs on Copyright

	there has been little government competence in the matter

	ICC created a small adre of knowledgeable ppl

	background on creation of ICC: the stockholm conf took place; CCI sent memo noting Cda hadn't participated in leadup mtgs; encouraging Cda to send del - participation  might have alloed Cdns to supply info; hoped Cda would participate more

	hastily-called mtgs under PCO - it was decided that CanDel should attend - names of dels

	At prep mtgs of CanDel, awareness of economic consequeneces emerge

	MinExtAff statement to Cabinet: Cda to avoid strengthening commitments; ECC; "cause to question the cost to Cda of maintaining existing copyright protection"; copyrights held in foreign centres

	70% cost to public goes to foreign works; "In turn, compensation to Cdn auathors by way of payments from overseas to Canada is minimal."

	field for action must be kept open; ECC work must not be prejudiced; instructions to CanDel recommended in background paper to Cabinet

	Confidential report of Ambassador Andrews: prep of CanDel left much to be desired; most countries our size have taken part in prep mtgs; our knowledge of background was often superficial; need lot of familiarity; experts in public service should be continuously employed

	instructions to del fitted well with del lack of expertise and prep; were able to follow spirit of instruction without difficulty and WITH ONE POSSIBLE EXCEPTION without embarrassment


	McDonald's published report of the conf notes kkey decisions made in prep mtgs and WG & other reasons Cdn participation important ; importance of good delegates

	lack of continuity of dels - unavailability; need for continuity

	need to cultivate public servants with experties

	private sector helpful but better to have own representation; guarantee impartiality, security, reliability, continuity


	result of all this est ICC

	various members participation

	late Dec - recommended that this be recognized by cabinet; del sent to JSG

	approved Oct 3 1969


	dev of Cdn book industry - the bsiss of all creations - must be in conformity with intl copyright law; cmcl value recognized even by India

	India says 1st need is to balance trade; 2nd is to encourage local industry - printing and publishing - Manu clause a limit on this

	Cda in same situation as India here

	"the needle of the trade seismograph has suddenly announced danger"

	copyright now technical, economic and political issue


	Ilsley

	"not too well advised"

	economic importance - trade aspects - becoming prominent - copyright slower than other areas of IP

	new technology - "we may be faced with several decades of painful conflict if our present concepts of copyright and authorship become obsolete."

	but copyright will probably adapt - or we must find another way to reward authorship

	financial consequences enormous; Cda for historical reasons providing foreign authors protection mainly beneficial to foreign authors; Cda major importer; exports minimal

	benefit for Cdn authors no proportion to expense to importer; better to foster working opportunities in Cda than to favour foreign publishing trade

	benefits go to US owned Cdn publishing industry rather than to authors

	ECC won't be very effective in recommendations unless Cda regains freedom of choice & action

	DipConf unique opoprtunity to secure this freedom

	ECC report should be available in autumn, along with stufy of publishing & manu industries

	funds allocated



	another Memo - starting on page 5

	written by "the Board"'s representative to ICC (NFB - Keyes?)

	ICC purpose, TOR, composition

	prep JSG; consultations

	I was invited to chair study gp on Film, TV, FTV - conclusion that AV provisions inadequate

	JSG - I participated in formulation of Cdn position and instructions

	Hearings - list of those appearing

	JSG - I attended - aims of CanDel in brief

	Ad Hoc Drafting Ctees - I was part of CanDel - instructions: to be aware, make recommendations to Cda; consult with countries with whom Cda has corresponded and assess support; develop these wrt future course of action, gaining membership; not pursue matter but build where will receive support

	del report being prepared: will be assessment of possible strategies, with certain intelligence

	Dec and May mtgs prep for revision - produced draft texts

	1st mtg WIPO important - see appendix b - need to attend

	creation of sub-ctee on new comms technology

	TOR - focus on ComSat, computer utilities, cable transmission

	upcoming mtgs - this must proceed without delay - esp satellites 

	to profit from coord with Telecommission and ECC; will report to ICC; membership

	ECC report to come in Oct

	Expected events to follow: formation of task force, prep draft bill, tabling, enactment

	continuity - has been there for last 3 intl mtgs; these ppl are the "inner Group" of ctee and have considerable experties

	sub-ctee 1st  mtg June 25 1970

	same group to likely be appointed to task force

	time considerations and expected schedule of intl mtgs

	signature

	appendix - overview of WIPO

	Stockholm conference reform of org

	WIPO to take on responsibility for technical and legal assistance on request

	WIPO structure

	much depends on 1971 - and which countries will come into Berne

	I wrote position paper on accession to WIPO

	Cda has followed UK and this makes sense re common legal heritage but UK "no longer a good weathervane for Canadian policy" now that cmcl significance of copyright acknowledged; UK publishing larger than ours

	also proximity to US and UK entery contemplated into European Common mkt also differ

	Cda should take part in any new treaties to safeguard national interests

	need membership in exec ctees

	ECC; Cda said at JSG that it seeked to participate more, reviewing intl conventions

	recommend accession to WIPOI convention

	appendix - general - on IP and also Cdn position

	what IP is

	MinCCA in Sept 1969 said adherence to Berne and to UCC may not have been in country's best interest

	JSG gives opportunity to look at possible harmful effects of the system


	Cda seeking a multi-level convention - trying to enlist other countries - may be a vain hope -this a long-range vision - wanting simple solution rather than patchwork

	ICC work - now recognized by cabinet - there is an "inner group" with 4-5 ppl including self; I have written papers, analyses, policy recommendations, intl rep

	I attended Mtl mtg of experts on MCOM and society

	I have also carried on liason with Register of Copyright in USA

	inner group met with ECC from time to time for benefit of ECC, and I have met privately with various officers to advise them

	indecision has affected work

	extract of CanDel report Dec 
1969 re indecision 
	Cda could cast negative vote and cancel all work; preferable to negotiate

	implementation not certain

	Cda should explore collaboration with other countries who have supported intermediate position

	muse accede to WIPO immediately in order to gain seat

	need a copyright philosophy; would like to know general trend of ECC views



	Statement of ICC - overview of meetings with outside orgs 
	list of mtgs 1969-1970

	List of briefs by outside orgs

	Summaries of meetings (takes up rest of file)





