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A Memorandum from the Authors’ and Com
Association of Canada, urging the adeption
by Canada of the British Copyright
Act of 1914.
3

Realizing the need of a national sentiment in Canadian songs,
the lyric writers and composers of Canada have been organized into
the Authors’ and Composers Association of Canada. The object
of this association is to raise the standard of Canadian songs and to
protect Canadian authors and COmposers.

Thls Assoc1at10n feels that Canadlan wrlters are suffering a

Since that Copyright Act was made, new ways of disseminating
ideas have arisen. To-day meoving pictures and phonographs bring
the writer's thought to millions that before depended entirely upon
the printed page.

The Copyright Act of Canada at present gives no protection
against the reproduction of an auther’s work by moving pictures, or
the composer’'s work by means of phonograph records and music
rolls.

At the present time phonograph compasies and player roll
manufacturers are reproducing songs by Canadian writers without
the payment of any royalty whatever. The British Copyright Act
of 1911 calls for the payment to the owner of the copyright of 59,
of the retail price of each record o roll sold; and the American Act
of 1909 also stipulates a royalty payment.

Music publishers have found that practically all the net profits
of the music publishing business come from: this source. They
refuse to accept a song which does not carry these mechanical nghts.

Magoy Canadian songs have recently become popular, even in
the United States. Lieut. Gitz Rice, a member of the 5th Canadian
Field Battery of Montreal, is possibly the most popular song-writer
in the United States to-day. He has travelled through many of
the big cities in the United States as the star of a play called “Getting
Together,” which was under the direction of the British Recruiting
Mission.  Naturally his songs have had a very wide sale, but be is
under a severe handicap, owing to the fact that as a Canadian he
has no mechanical rights either in Canada or the United States.
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Note
current act does not protect movies or sound recordings
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Sticky Note
A Memorandum from the Authors’ and Composers’ Association of Canada, Urging the Adoption by Canada of the British Copyright Act of 1911, n.d.; 
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giving examples of Cdn composers who are having problems with current act
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Note
"The fact that Great Britain and the United States as well as practicaly every other country in the civilized world have realized the necessity of bringing their copyright acts up to date to cover these new methods of mechanical reproductions affords sufficient proof of the need of immediate action along similar lines in Canda."


Ny deay Dobesrty,~
Ton sar vevhaps rentndey the namordnl of the Inocorporated

placed bafore us eavtain repressntations with regard to the Coxyright

Aot. I m;:;nummwmgm-hm
subjeot oomas to be dsals with as the nemerial emanated fvom a very
influential bedy whose request dsserves careful end reascnable consider-
ation. "
Youre faithfully,
Ren. 0. J. Dobersy, K.C.
Ministar of Justioe,

Ottama, Unt.
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MG26 J1 “Copyright Session Busy with Jukebox Problems,” Boxoffice, 19 February 1955, 93. See, for example, LAC, Prime Minister Mackenzie King fonds (MG26 J1), microfilm reel C2302, 128065


Ottava, Ont., 9th Janmary 1913

iy dear Burrelli.
T T T T oW RAY ToThen Y lv —4the womorial of-the ——
f Inoorporated Sceiety of Aunthors wrioh isllforvardcd to us

8988 tize ago and whioh plased vefore us cerisin re; resente : ' ~ o

ations with regard to the Copyrizht Aote I trust you w#ill

bear these represcataiions in nind when the subjesot dones

te be dealt with as the meomorial emanated fron a very in-
tlneutial body vhose request cdesorves careful and reasonsbles
oeonsiderat fen,

Yours fatthfully,

Honourable K, Burrell, .},
' Ninister of Agrioculture,

Ottava, Ont,,
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MG26 J1 “Copyright Session Busy with Jukebox Problems,” Boxoffice, 19 February 1955, 93. See, for example, LAC, Prime Minister Mackenzie King fonds (MG26 J1), microfilm reel C2302, 128065





onmm;mn.
Dear Mr. Borden:-
In reply to youf note of fﬁé 9th
instant #n re. the memorial of thé Incorporated

8ociety of Authors, I may say that this matter

has been in Judge Doherty's hands énd I have -

discussed it witﬁ“him once or twice. The
représéﬁféfibﬁﬁ”af“fﬁié"Sﬁéiéty"wtii’GértEfH1Y““*‘*”ﬁ“““‘
be given every consideraticn. . The matter seems

to be a rather complicated one, but I suprose

it ought to be dealt with this Session. I will

seée Mr. Doherty again.

e Youre faitl

M/Z/CC




8ir,

‘of Aﬁtham!; 2 body regrosenstng over Two thousand holders of
copyright propery - undersiand thaf the introduction of s
copyright Bill may-he one of $h earliesj measures undersaken
by the Canadisn Government. ¥e Wish 10 Dring 10 your nosice
certain points in this conmeztion, 38 the Uanadiam Market 1is,
in many cases, 3 valuable one to English copyright holders,
while Imperial and xnsemauéna:. copyriZht is of the utmosst
importaneé¢,ve think, %o the develiovment of (Janadian literature,
i, ¥e guzrest that the Canadian Parliament should adopt the
British Copyright Act of 1911 either as a whole, or in greatl

___part, in order %o maintain uniformity of treatment of copyright

property throughout the Empire. ¥e feocl that if the Canadian

pDorinion leads “he way here the other self-governing Dominions

right follow the example.

2 ' If the Canadian cGovarnrent found such a course 1m§ossible,
%@ suggest that the Hill be drsgSedgin such a form 18 %o onable
Canada to become 3 Xembor of ;he Boriin Gonvention, thus obbain-
ing for the Dominion, 2 plage (at the gonvention) among tnhe
other civilised nations oi the iorld, and Intornational copy-
rizht for the Canadian author while helping %o secure Imporial
copyright for all subjects of the kmpire.

3. ¢ both the above courdas are found to be impracticable
then we da3ire to urge s*rongly tnat copyright throughout the

Empire should remain intact; i.e. that without rogistiration, and

without a typs—32°-iing clause or othor technicalitiéa, authors,

“WhO ars Titizens of Grea’t britain. Har Golonies and Depondoncies,

shiould
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Thomas Hardy, President of the Incorporated Society of Authors, to Prime Minister Borden, n.d


% s . T H " —Giiv
itself Jus ed in asking

pt the British Copyright Aot

3 and artists proteotion
the rest of the British

gith tbat end in view the enclosed memoran-
dun hes been for to the .Cabinet. 1t sets forth ons
very grave ing‘_ .10e Canadian writers & v
the grfes'ent Copyright Aot with regard to phonograph and
joving pigture r oduotion, The article by John H. Moss,
, Oy, TOPYC juced from the ﬁniv’ers"ity"liagazine, gives a
bﬁa}f ‘history of Canadian copyright. )

: ¥ay we count on you to use your influence
A '%&*ﬁ;emwrthesaﬁmggt@jﬁgags's writers may
' compete equally withrthose} of zother countries?

Borden Papers RLB 160 - RLB 119(1) (MG 26, H 1(c
volume 170, pages 92204-92847)
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Authors’ and Composers’ Association of Canada to Prime Minister Borden, 12 February 1919


at the Peace Conferemae I bave the Domor 40 ackmowledye

your letter of rebruary 120 transmitiing a memovandum
of She M' and Composers® Assoclation of Canada
arging she adoptiom of the British Copgxighs aot.

z:&fl::g%rzg; . ; - 7 - : Carsful oonsideration will be accarded
8 o ; L . . 73
raph" _an ez this suggestion. | \
Yours very traly,

-1nf1uence
ters may

Prime .@inister's Sesretary.,

Hiss Irone Humble;
500y, Authors' and Composers' issn. of Canade,
- forouto, Ont.

4 e . - 9(1) (HG 26,
den Papers RLB 100 RLB 11
Borden Pape 02204-02847)

volume 170, pages
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