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5 March 1954 Houteicted

FROM: g
CANADIAN EMBASSY, BERNE, SWITZERLAND CANADA
TO: THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS,

LA
----------------------

75 0 T P R L e R B i SRR S T e

Your letter J-32 of February 11, 1554 and my
E'ml::jcct: ****** Hﬂ.‘- 'g? Df-mcﬂ‘ :3'.‘1'9_51‘, .........................................

Internationzl Unicon for the Protection of Industrial,
Literary and Artistic works.

! e B As mentioned in my letter under
[ e reference I mde an appointment to see Mr. Jacques
T T e | Secrétan, the Director of the International Office
e e | for the Protection of Industrial, Literary and
|' B I" Artistic Works, Mr. Secrétan was very frank in
= R discussing the objectives and prcblems of the Inter-

s L (] . tional Union in respect of the Berne Convention for

e Copies Referred Eﬁa Protection of Litgrary and Artistic VWorks and also
S e Teh of the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial
_'________ ? | e TR e roperty. Mr. Secrétan,who was legal advisor to the |
TR B e e nternational Labour Office at Geneva before assuming
I ] .-’ Jl """"""""" his present post, gave me the impression of being very

e L

r

energetic and full of ideas for furthering the work
S ST M et of the International Union which on his own admission

S e G T | had fallen into decline,

o

e M7 2, We spoke first of the Berne Convention.

;J rr i | - 8 ,}”Hr. Secrédtan mentioned it was unfortunate that Western
P2 .7 .|+ ||European nations seemed to predominate on the P
| .*

R ——— e

| " by ' .iﬂcmitteg - kHe weEt E? to nfsa]r, hma?gﬁ, that t:n.‘hhllﬂd
= e clegi-t s4° /7 only to look at the st states adhering

el g 2 E;wluf“m .ﬂ_ " Berne convention to realize that the cowwention did
ko | “ .. .Lnot provide universal copyright cuveraﬁ; Given the e
. § Yo 1 present membership it is difficult to gine great e
_s ¢+ . J. changes in the composition of the Permanent Committee.
,' 0 While the regulations provided for representation om
e | ] the Permanent Committee of the various parts of the
| world there were large areas in the world which had not

_-_T_::7~_—:_‘_--: adhered to the Berne Convention., Principal among these
i

| are: Soviet Ryssia, China and the United States, and
s T o every country in South America with the exception :
e ] Brazil. Mr. Secrétan was quite frank in saying he |
i i Ne e not know what ©uld be done about this. He does n
think there is any possibility of the U.S. ratifying s&=
| the Berne Convention. He mentioned that Sguth America
| is, by and large, a consuming and not a producing count
; as far as literary and artistic works are concerned.
81 Most South American states find it to their advantage
8l to remain outside the International Union because
| do not have to pay authors and composers fees. L
regard, he mentioned that Spain was very badly prot
| because a novel which might sell 10,000 copyright
di copies in Spain sold 100,000 pirated copies in

el
o
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America. Spain is trying to overcome this by
negociating bilateral conventions with Mexico and
other South American states but he did not think
much success had been achieved. He said he was at a
loss to know how this situation might be wurcuntia-

Several attempts had been made to interest
ring to the Serne convention

American states in adne

and Argentina and Uruguay had in fact promised to do

so but no action had as yet been taken and he was not
be taken. He went on to say

optimistic that it would
that when one wanted TO talk aobout copyright matters

with any western Zuropean country one knew whom ©
never knew

address. In South America, however, one
responsibilities

whom to approach nor the authority and
of the ividuals cne eventually sawe it is a

_ ' like situation and very frustratinge.
el 3. He thought that there was & possibility
that Russia could be interested in adhering to the

—~—-_____ Baerne Convention. Poland serves in
S Committee and Czechoslovakia is at the moment protesting
' Russia is, of course,

its exclusion from the committee.
as far as artistic works are con-

a producing country gty
m

cerned and he imagined that Russia
jon of i s authors

, }

| in protecting the foreign publicat

:' | and musicians. OUne step hich he thought might be
taken Lo broaden representation on the Permanent

~osent adherents of the Berne

i Committee from among p ' intment
s appo

S e .=
e | Convention might be to arTrange for Japan
; to the Committee.

T T — be Mye, Secrétan had some caustic remarks
' | to make about the Universal copyright convention drafted
| by UNES® . In his opinion the UNESWO convention did
_i not give as adequate protection as does the Bemme _
| \convention and he thought it a result of UNESCO's desper-
i { ate efforts to find work to justify thelir existence.
et L A ] He mentioned an article written DY Luther Evans in
o die | ‘he UNSSCO bulletin of 1951 criticizing the Berne convel=
| | rion and he admitted that some of Svans! criticisms were
S A g valid, but he did not think the Universal Convention |
S e ;‘ rectified the faults of the Berne Convention. He
.' | | remarked that most countries were waiting for the U.S

| | [ to ratify the Universal convention before they decided to

ridiculous that there

aT Ly f rat themselves, Ne thought 1t
= sho be a conflict between the Universal convention

and the Berne Conventicn in the form of a race
_ and informed me that he had atteanpted to arrive at am
e ke Agreement with UNESCO in order to ccordinate and a
| the various parliaments for ratification. He
& = it would be most unfortunale if, “P a South
| | Government or Parliament should be faced with
ent conventions dealing with copyright for

5. Mr. Secrétan then turned to the ¢
the Secretariat and mentioned that articles 21
of the Berme Convention called for all

| be in the French language. In his o
| uhansdm-hh-wmnrth-mtmm

have authority for publicad on in several 1
To this end he men that he was very &

o S S I

This copy must be used for the purposes of research ¢ "
de recherche ou d'études ,. “
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develop better relations with the English ugflkiﬂl
world. He informed me that his budget for 195k

includes provision for an English s peakin councillor
to be nttﬁuhuﬂ to the Secretariat. He said that he would

have had an English speaking councillor by this time
£ iy A orturs te competition between

if there had not beaen an Vil
two nations for the appointment, Articie 21(2) of
that the Swiss Govern=

the Berne Convention stipulates '
ment "shall regulate its (i.e. the International Office)
organization and supervise its working". Unknown tO
each other both Ireland and the United hingdom have

proposed a candidate for the position of Eng&élﬁizgf:%; ,

ing councillor and the Swiss povernment, fa

diiumma of choosing between the two, prefers Lo place
the matter before the Fermanent Committee meeting on

May 24, OSecrétan sald that following the May meeting
he will have an English speaking councillor and Htﬁ}

have, he hopes, authority to publish in English and
perhaps other languages. On taking over his appoint-

ment he had given orders rIor a wider distribution o
the Secretariat's publications and he hoped that
increased distribution in several languages might help
with the propagation of the cO yright idea and induce
nonemembers to join what he called Mour family".

& In an effort to interest non-member
nations Mr. Seerétan informed me that he had invited
ropresentatives of the U.b. Fatent Office, the Counc
of Burope and UNLSCO to attend the May <24 meetb |

the Permanent Committee in London. n a general dis=-
cussion of this point 1 made the personal suggestion
that it might be worthwhile inviting & representative :
of the Pan American Union which 18 now in session in :
Venezuela to attend the lLondon meeting as #n observer;
working through such an chserver it might be possible
to interest South American states and perhaps find a
nethod of approaching the states and encouraging their
ratiflcation. Mr. Seerdtan accepted this suggestion

with alacrity. 3

L We then turned to the Paris Convention W

for the Protection of Industrial PI‘ﬂP!ﬂ{- As 1 hy

understand it, this Convention deals with patents .
inventions, mod.cll. o

trade marks, industrial designs, 4
etc. in much the same way as the Derne Convention prot

. | artistic works; I attach a booklet containing a Fremeh
S ! and English version of the Paris Convention in case you
E do not have a copy. 1 gathered from Mrs Secrétan's
,' | remarks that he thought that the most grufgnn to be '
o | made in the work of the International Uffice th
[ | the Paris Convention at the present time. The
| - Convention was first agreed upon in 1683 and has _
A gone revisions in 1900, 1911, 1925 and 193ks In Mr.
| Seerdtin's opinion, not only did the Convention itsel
need modernizing but he also belleved the organizati
by which the work of the Convention is
be old fashioned; with regard to possible reo:
he thinks that a Permanent Comnittee,

of the Berne Convention would be a great

L
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Be T understand that Mr, Seerétin plans
the future

to call a general conference to discuss
of the Paris Convention some time late thisg year.
he conference might

He mentioned as an aside that

ossibly be held in Portugal and for this reason

e hoped that nothing would be done tO offend Portugal
before the meeting was held. ]

the industrial development of man .
had heen guite remarkable since the Faris Convention 1| .
Jas lagt revised in 1934, While the United States N ¥

had deposited ils ratification in 1935 and was very
@ int ernational Of fice,

- conscientious about reporting Lo
I understood Mr. Secrétin LO 8ay that en industrial
4. , mnation of the stature of Canada had not as yet ratified
‘A _~the Parls Convention and did not correspond with the
the subjcct of Patenus trade-

j

' = T st ETIRE ol *ﬂylntarnatiunﬂl Uf'fice on
d other industrial pmpﬂﬂ-inl.

—._J_, l ! A
||’ = { 35\1 t
|
{

| oMW e
| ki‘ﬂﬁ"ﬂi”iJ,-marka. inventions an _
| : ‘:.{\J |__| ; -:'r_'qll.l. E ...I
| | ;ﬁ”ﬂ*icf{ﬂﬁfﬁﬁ Mp. Seerétin gave me a "Table of Recommend=
iy | P W | Vations" which has veen gomplled from sugpestions foPCr - s s
oy £ the Paris Convention made by various '

»' s the {mprovement © .
congresses and assemblies petween 1934 and 1953+ 1 E

| =
J | | ¥ ¥ fa ¥ N )
e Wl T ~':'L; » oA |

ﬂ | _ ﬁir*ﬁﬁk%”}“ﬁg&’ understand that this ngable! has not yev been given

| P Y L 4% stribution and that it will Sexve as the

-.. - -l._. d L
| - LT L
1 / LY k

general
e forthcoming meeting

| ;
{ f ﬂ.f:tﬁﬂ}f' W zeneral pagis of discussion at th
f | ‘2H{ it W of the Paris Convention Lo be held in Portugale L
= R A s |- shall send an English language version of the ngable"™
AR for your infommation by our mext air bags o
ter under '

You will recall that in my let |
ned to visit

|
| , 10.
| reference 1 maentioned that Mr, Seerétin plan
1, He informed

i New York, Washington and Ovtawa 2n g i
M firm and that he could

i |
] me that his plans were not yet
I | not give me deflinite dates regarding
| | 1 gained the inpresasion that he would be delighted
(’ | ) to yeceive an invitation
| of State's Lepartment to discuss his
Canada's relations with the International Union. He

-
has, 1 understand, very good personal r elations with the
h Sir John Blak

| |
| I United States Fatent Office and wit e, i
Controller General of the U.K. Patent Offices 1 ngg‘u

| f
} that it might be to our sdvantage to issue
| to Mr. Secrétin. He plans, 1 think, to stay 10 dﬂ bl |
| | the United States and said he would iike to visit a7
s for two days. The address of the lnternational Qffice
7 Helvetlastrasse, Berne , Switzerlands 5

a8
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	1954 April 6 - Berne embassy asking if suggestions to be carried out

	sending docs

	sending docs

	...

	April 7 - Cda to witdraw from PermCtee, this dept doesn't want to send del; use member for HighCom instead

	noted - director BIRPI to visit next month; ComPat will receive him


	...

	Draft letter to DirGen re Cdn withdrawal

	Cda was one of members for first triennale period; after that, the PermCtee at 4th session at Neuchatel in July 1952, studied the question of partial renewal of its members


	1954 Jan 8 - ExtAff - 3 years ended 1952: could not do 1 3rd renewal; one seat remained to be vacated; you said Cda should wait to see if others withdrew from Europe

	but that didn't happen and there was a deadlock - idea of Cda withdrawing - no objection - PermCtee plays assisting role to BU but is purely advisory with no exec powers; Dore was able to take active rol ebut doubtful if time to brief successor in time for next mtg in London; here is withdrawal draft


	handwritten note - ExtAff called - situation has changed since we had an interview with a porgugesse rep; before the interview ExtAff had impression that Portugese weanted us to withdraw from ctee so they could have a member appointed; this was incorrect however as the portugese ? want our support in having the member from the Netherlands withdraw and a member from P appointed.  It seems that the netherlands have made the statement that there is

	some sort of tacit agreement that certain countries like G Britain, Netherlands would have perm membership on the ctee; Portugal challenges this; Canada has written for info on this matter; ExtAff would like the opinion of their office on this matter - waiting for further news from Ext Aff Portugal - Feb 9 1954 

	Records of PermCtee May 24-25 1954 London

	agenda

	Table of recommendations made by various congresses and assemblies 1934-1953 (86 pages)


	March 3 Cdn Embassy Berne -> UnderSecStExt

	Re consultations with Mr. Beguin of secretariat: attemt to replace Portugal with spain; France, Italy, Netherlands are experts, known each other for years, very close friends; specialized knowledge of little-known subject gave them special realtionship with each oother - others occasionally excluded

	no agreement that core countries should have permanaent place; Brussels decisions taken haphazardly; recent changes in membership

	movement to replace Portugal with Spain work of a tight clique; some logic: spanish more important than portugese as a language

	could ask Dore's advice

	US not part of Berne - Secretarian in his visit will try to influence them; also they are trying to get more south american countries


	letter re next mtg PermCtee - to Dore

	re this letter - asking if Dore served in personal capacity or representing Cda

	March 5 Cdn Embassy Berne to UnderSecSt

	Secretan - worked at ILO was very energetic re furthering work of Union which had fallen into DECLINE

	Secretan said he regreted dominance of W. Europe in PermCtee but Berne membership not universal - great holes

	comments re South America & what to do about it - they have advantage not being in Berne - you don't know who to approach/auithority down there

	possibility that Russa would join
	S. caustic remaks re UCC

	language of union

	wanting better relations with English-speaking world

	re English-speaking cuncellor for WIPO - job competition

	suggested Pan-American rep invition to PermCtee mtg - to interest south american states

	S. woudl be delighted to have invitation from SecState - advantage to give invitation


	March 31 - q. re attendance PermCtee

	suggesting withdrawal 

	suggesting you invite Secretan


	pls submit tthtis and draft reply




