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Memorandum for Consideration by the Cabinet Committee on Economic and Fiscal Policy: The Stockholm Conference on Copyright: Instructions for the Canadian Delegation Covering the Protocol Favouring Developing Countries, 16 June 1967



acer
Note
Canada, whose exports of intellectual property are not in any event an important item would not be a major sufferer should the Protocol be approved.  Indeed, like many of the developing countries, Canada is a net importer of intellectual property and can, therefore, be sympathetic to their probems.  However, it is not possible to forecast at the moment what Canada's attitutde on such a Protocol will be in, say, ten years time when our present trading position in this commodity may have been radically altered.
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5167 Report of the Cabinet Committee on Finances and Economic Policy Memo to Cabinet, 12 June 1967





acer
Note
"Successive revisions of the Berne Convention have progressively extended the monopoly rights of copyright holders.  The current revisions suggested for the STockholm conference are intended to extend these rights still further.  Unofrtunately, this raises the question of the cost in relation to the value of present copyright legislation as a device for encouraging creativity in Canada before the Economic Counciil's report is available.  An important consideration in the study of this matter is the fact that as much as 90% ofo the total cost (about $8 million) of copyright to the public in Canada is accounted for by the protection given foreign works.  In turn, compensation to Canadian authors by way of payments from overseas to Canada is minimal.  That raises the fundamental question of whether protection of the kind Canada is committed to by adhering to the Berne Union is in the national interest."


acer
Note
The broad public interest which the Government seeks to represent can at time, in a delegation of such composition, be at odds with one or several fo the private interests represented within the Delegation.  For that reason the Canadian Amb assador to Sweden, who is the Head of the Delegation, will require quite specific instructions on the matters to be raised at the Conference.  With such instructions in his hand he will be able, with authority, to make rulings should disputes arise wtihin the Delegation as to whether support should be given to revisions which would appear to favour one interets against another.
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Memorandum signed by W.A. Kennett, 26 May 1961


	Memo to Cabinet from SecStExt
 - Cdn Ratification of UCC 
	need to revise copyright

	alternative - diplomacy - ask US to waive manu clause - result was no

	recommend only essential amendments to ratify UCC


	Nigerian accession UCC

	...

	May 26 1961 
DoJ now says we can ratify without amendment 
	1962 May 10 press release re Cdn 
ratification
	UNESCO letter confirming

	... other accessions including British colonies

	UCC state of ratifications Feb 12 1963

	this enclosed

	...

	1967 June 8: Memo to Cabinet Ctee on Economic & Fiscal Policy

	need specific instructions so as to be able to settle disputes within the delegation with the various private interests represented

	ECC studying

	balance of costs - GOOD quote

	Ilsley said Cda should make law similar to that of US

	but can't withdraw from Berne

	the work of the ECC should not be prejudiced by aditional commitments

	recommended instructions - refrain from supporting proposals reducing flexibility; refrain from signing; encourage delay 

	New technologies - how to reconcile innovation and interests of authors? - CanDel should avoid commitments that restrict greatest socio-economic use of new tech

	new organization - Canada wants voice in secretariat - Can Del should seek representation

	separate paper on developing countries recommending new set instructions

	re patents & authors certificates

	general - reduce complexity especially re comm media; "because of largely negative role the Delegation is hereby being instructed to play" do not accept conference office; express disapproval in working gps but not in plenary


	June 12 Memo to Cabinet from Ctee Finance & econ policy - that del should...

	1967 Jan 12 Instructions for Cdn del to Stockholm Conf

	further instructions on devleoping countries to be sent later


	Draft instructions 

	June 16 Memo to Cabinet Ctee re Stockholm Protocol

	reason for accepting protocol is it would b ring more members in

	and it recognizes problems of developing countries - foreign exchange shortage, need to import ideas

	publishing industry  objects

	Canada not an exporter, would not suffer under protocol; Cda also net importer and thereofre sympathetic

	could change in 10 yeras

	under separate instructions CanDel will ,avoid strengthening committement re ECC

	instructions re Stockholm protocol


	...

	re dispute Phillipines overr application o fconvention

	attaching this

	U Chicago Copyright Survey

	Copyright survey - University of Chicago


	Status Report re Determination of Lega Facts & Guidepost wrt scientific & educational info affecte dby Copyright - Ctee to Investigate Copyright Problems Washington DC

	Working paper on Canada's international copyright options

	questions

	re different revisions of Berne 

	re leaving Berne and staying in UCC - if lots of countries did then UCC could still apply between them; real key is revision of Art 17

	Bosch quoted er Art 17 and withdrawing from Berne etc

	...still Bosch at length

	developing countries want revision of UCC; we think there should also be consideration of deleting safeguard clause

	countries might just not sign, achieving net result of Stockholm protocol

	if it was deleted, some countries might not accept this

	Canadian interests - prep for JSG

	Cda locked into BErne & UCC; analagous to developing; "The complexities of the present international situation...will likely result in a breakdown of the existing international conventions" - solution is new convention to create stability

	signature


	June 12 1969 Letter to ComPat from International Guild re Joint Study Gp

	attached comments


	BIRPI document - Proposed revision of the UCC - Report by Director of BIRPI

	Interdepartmental Ctee mtg 5th - July 3 1969

	Cdn statement prepared by ctee for Joint Study Gp approved with minor amendments

	next task: instructions to Cdn del - would have to be approved by ECC, Min CCA,possibly cabineet - for Aug or Sept 1

	comments on comments from outside orgs

	sub-ctee formed to look at idea of recommending single intl convention with several  levels of protection; Keyes a member

	ExtAff preparing response to UNESCO survey

	a sub-ctee on Cdn stand at Washington mtg to hold mtg July 7



