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acer
Note
The proposed amendment of the Imperial Copyright Law, and the accerssion to th eInternational Union of Great Britain on behalf of all British Colonies and possessions, would not preclude local colonial legislation where desirable, so far as such legislation should not conflict with the terms of the Imperial Acts or of the International Convention.
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acer
Note
It is therefore hoped that the various Colonies and India will cordially accept the provisions of the present Bill, which have been drafted with the utmost desire to meet what we believe to be their requirements and wishes, and to secure their co-operation.  But in case India or any Colony should wish to stand aloof and be excepted either from joining the International Copyright Union, or from the provisions for giving colonial authors copyright in the United Kingdom and in the Colonies, its wishes will be duly complied with.

acer
Note
It has been suggested that possibly some Colonies might prefer to have the now subsisting Imperial Copyright (i.e., the Acts which give a British author copyright in the Colonies as well as in the United Kingdom) repealed, so that every colony should, as respects copyright, be in the position of a foreign State towards the mother country and all other Colonies.Whether this would be the wish of any Colony we do not know.  It seems opposed to the tendency, which has happily gorwn stronger of late yeras, for every part of the English-speaking race to draw closer to every other part.  But in any case, such a change in the law could not be made.  Both Parliament and public opinion would refuse to extinguish the exisitng copyright rights of British authors.



acer
Note
As regards to...British Imperial copyright, it seems obviously unnecessary to dwell on the advantages of making the Empire one for the purposes of copyright.  Indeed, any other system seems to lead to what may be termed inter-colonial piracy, and would tend to create as between the Colonies the same difficulties which the Berne Confernece has sought to remove as between all civilized States....The Bill, as introduced, deals...with copyright as an Imperial question.......The effect of this provision will be not only to give colonial authors full rights throughout the whole British Empire, but also to make the Law of Copyright uniform throughout the Empire, as the Berne Conference desired to do for all civilized States.
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